
IRS Lowers 2016 Business Mileage Rate.The IRS has
just announced the 2016 business mileage rate. The new rate
for 2016 will be 54 cents per mile. The new rate is down from
57.5 cents per mile for 2015 because of lower gas prices. The
new rate becomes effective January 1. Click here.

2015 ECFA State of  Giving Report.Giving to churches is
one component of ECFA’s 2015 State of Giving Report issued
this week. Giving (other than noncash gifts) increased 5.0 per-
cent (unadjusted for inflation) in ECFA’s last giving report,
comparing years ending in 2014 compared with 2013—this is
based on giving of $12.0 billion.

In comparison, giving to churches certified by ECFA increased
6.4 percent over the same time period. Giving to churches by
annual revenue varied significantly, as reflected here—this data
is based on combined giving to ECFA-certified churches of
over $1.1 billion:

Annual Revenue Percent
Increase/Decrease

Under $1M -17.6
$1–5M -5.9
$5–10M -2.0
$10–25M 4.9
$25–50M 9.8
Over $50M 17.2

How To Protect the Tax Deductions of  Your Church’s
Donors. It is helpful to tell church donors they will only
receive a tax deduction for their contributions over the past
year if they first receive a written acknowledgment of their cash
donations to the church and for any single donations by check,
credit card, or a gift of property of $250 of more. Filing taxes
before receiving this acknowledgment may disqualify a charita-
ble contribution deduction. Click here to read “A Tax
Reminder for Church Bulletins.” (Richard Hammar, Christianity
Today as referenced in Executive Pastor Briefing, December 2015)

Are You Ready for Year End Giving? It is always important
for churches to properly handle gift acknowledgments—but
never more so than at calendar yearend. Gifts received near or
after yearend can raise special issues. Three members of ECFA’s
professional staff presented an hour-long webinar on this topic
earlier this month. The recording is now available to you AND
it is FREE. Access the webinar presentation, more than 10 key
linked documents, and the recording here:  

• ECFA.org/WebinarRecordings
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Check Out These Top News Items
• IRS Lowers 2016 Business Mileage Rate
• 2015 ECFA State of Church Giving
• How To Protect the Tax Deductions of Your

Church’s Donors
• Are You Ready for Year End Giving?
• Congress Agrees on IRA Charitable Rollover
• Year End Giving of Appreciated Securities
• IRS Taking Heat for Proposed Gift Substantiation

Alternative
Still Time to Catch These Webinars-on-Demand –

Free to ECFA-Certified Churches

• Five Key Church Financial Issues with Michael
Batts and Richard Hammar

• Top Five Intellectual Property Issues with David
Middlebrook

• Giving in a Digital World with Leighton Cusack
and Brian Roberts

• Church Financial Management Survey 1.0 Results
with John Pearson and Cameron Doolittle

Access all these Webinars-on-Demand at
ECFA.org/WebinarRecordings.aspx

Don’t Miss This Webinar

January 14 (1 p.m. EDT) – Crowdfunding: What
Churches and Religious Nonprofits Need to
Know. As crowdfunding becomes more prevalent in
today's society, a number of legal and practical issues
have arisen. Alex Campbell will discuss these issues and
others during his presentation. Alex will also offer 
suggestions on how to formulate and execute a success-
ful crowdfunding campaign. Click here to register.
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• Webinar Presentation

• Important Links to View During the Webinar

Simply login with your ECFA account. If you do not have an
account, follow the easy instructions to register for a free
account.

Congress Agrees on IRA Charitable Rollover.This week,
Congress has reached a preliminary agreement to restore the
IRA charitable rollover retroactive to January 1, 2015 and
make the provision permanent in future tax years. With the
provision restored, taxpayers age 701⁄2 or older can give up to
$100,000 from their IRAs and Roth IRAs to qualifying chari-
ties without having to pay income tax in 2015 on the with-
drawn amount.  

Year End Giving of  Appreciated Securities. It only takes
highlighting a potential gift avenue to pique the interest of
those in your congregation. While the stock market has had its
moments this year, many folks who attend your church just
may have appreciated securities in their portfolio as we near
yearend. It is often advantageous to make a charitable gift of
appreciated securities held long-term (at least a year and a day).
Click here for a sample communication you may wish to send
to your congregants. 

IRS Taking Heat for Proposed Gift Substantiation
Alternative. The proposed regulations on charitable gift
substantiation have not been well received. Even though the
new regulations do not require additional filings by churches
and charities, over 15,000 comments have been received by
the IRS and a U.S. Senator has introduced a bill that would
prevent the regulations from ever taking effect. Learn more.

The Opportunity of  the Charitable Contribution
Statement. One of the best times to share the story of your
ministry, your goals, and your plans for the future is your
charitable contribution letter—perhaps quarterly, but at least
just after yearend. This is your chance to personally thank
givers and demonstrate the impact of gifts. The letter can
and should be long, but it should be story driven and use
short paragraphs, bullet points, and headings when possible
rather than long blocks of text. Click here. (Ben Stroup, Christi-
anity Today, as referenced in Executive Pastor Briefing, December 2015)

What God’s Workers Should Do.Do you ever think about
what God’s workers should do with the Word of Truth in a
society that overvalues self-indulgence and entertainment and
devalues education and study? Society says: “Why study when
we can play!” or “at’s someone else’s job!” or “Who needs to
read books when we can find everything we need to know on the
web!” Click here to read the full article by Gary Hoag. 

Nonprofit Email Scam Alert. Batts Morrison Wales & Lee
(BMWL) CPA firm has released a helpful alert for nonprofits
regarding a growing trend in an email scam. The email appears
to come from top leaders that make financial decisions for the
organization requesting a wire transfer and looks legitimate at

first site. Read the full article for 5 prevention steps to protect
your nonprofit from becoming a victim. 

Concern about Religious Freedom in the U.S. has grown
among every segment surveyed (evangelicals, other faiths, no
faith) since the 2012 study, with an 8% rise. The largest jump
occurred among evangelicals, with 77% saying religious freedom
in the U.S. has decreased in the last 10 years, up 17 points (60%
in 2012) just in the last 3 years. (Faith, Work & Economics 10/12/15)

Most Americans Identify With a Religious Faith. 77% of
all adults identify with a religious faith comprised of a wide vari-
ety of Protestants as well as Catholics, Jews, Mormons, Muslims,
Buddhists, Hindus and adherents of other faith traditions. 66%
of religiously affiliated adults pray daily and say religion is very
important to them, and 60% attend services at least once or
twice a month. And 97% of religiously affiliated people continue
to believe in God. 41% of religiously affiliated adults rely mainly
on their religious beliefs for guidance on questions about right
and wrong, up 7 points in 7 years. (CT Gleanings 11/2/15)

Does Your Church Have a Cell Phone Use While Driv-
ing Policy? Distracted driving claimed over 3,000 lives in
2013 and led to over 400,000 injuries. Even when making a
hands-free phone call, drivers are still at risk for as long as 27
seconds due to distracted driving, especially when a volunteer
is driving a church’s youth group. (Michelle Dowell, Christianity Today
as referenced in Executive Pastor Briefing, December 2015)

New overtime regulations. It is projected that the revised
overtime regulations will be released in July 2016. Under the
proposed changes, employees’ salaries would need to equal
$50,440 per year for full-time salaried workers to qualify for
the executive, administrative, professional exemptions from
overtime rules.

Certain text  provided by Gary Foster, Gary D. Foster 
Consulting, a management and marketing consulting
firm specializing in serving Christian ministries and
businesses. www.garydfoster.com 

ECFA.org

Save $500 When You Start Your Application
Before December 31, 2015. Interested in joining the
growing number of churches committed to high stan-
dards in financial integrity? Enter CHURCH2015
when you submit your application to have the $500
application fee waived.  Click here to get started,
or contact Michael Martin at 800-323-9473 or
Michael@ECFA.org.
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