
Communicating Yearend Giving Opportunities to Your
Church Attendees.  Dan Busby’s latest article provides excel-
lent reminders of what you should be communicating to givers
at yearend to inspire even greater generosity.  Click here to
download the article.

Canadian Church Study Just Released by Leadership
Network.  This is the first-ever national study of very large
Protestant churches in Canada. On any given weekend, an
estimated 300,000 people across Canada attend churches that
draw 1,000 or more visitors. That’s about 1 in 8 Canadians who
went to a Protestant church. Click here for a free download of
this study.

Proposed Overtime Regulations and Churches. Our
friends at The Church Network have produced an excellent
webinar on the impact of the proposed overtime regulations in
churches. Attorney Frank Sommerville is the presenter. 
Click here to purchase this webinar recording.

Extension of  Charitable IRA Rollover Still Likely.
Extension of the charitable IRA rollover provisions retroactive
to January 1, 2015, and perhaps into 2016, is probable but not
until just before Congress recesses for Christmas. The extension
would allow individuals 701⁄2 years of age and older to roll up to
$100,000 per year to a church or charity without including the
rollover in their taxable income.

Protestants No Longer Majority.The U.S. has a long history
as a majority Protestant nation, and as recently as the 2007 Pew
Research Center Religious Landscape Study, 51.3% of U.S. adults
identified as Protestants. Pew’s 2014 study found just 46.5% of
Americans are now Protestants. (Pew Fact Tank 8/27/15)

Two Strong ECFA Church Webinars on Tap

November 5 (1 p.m. EDT) – Top Five Intellec-
tual Property Issues Webinar with David Mid-
dlebrook. ECFA will offer a webinar on church
intellectual property issues. Attorney David Middle-
brook, founding shareholder with Anthony & Mid-
dlebrook, PC, Grapevine, TX will be the presenter.
Mr. Middlebrook is well versed on this challenging
topic. Click here to learn more or to register for this
webinar.

December 1 (1 p.m. EDT) – Yearend Giving and
Receipting Issues—10 Things You Must Know.
This webinar is among the most popular offered by
ECFA each year. ECFA staffers Dan Busby, John Van
Drunen, and Michael Martin will be the presenters as
they cover some of the most vexing charitable giving
topics faced by churches at yearend.  Click here to
learn more or to register for this webinar. This special
webinar is available FREE to all participants.  

Still Time to Catch These Webinars-on-
Demand –

Free to ECFA-Certified Churches

Batts and Hammar Present Five Key Church
Financial Issues Webinar. This outstanding webinar
was presented by two of the nation’s top church
finance and tax experts. They recently coauthored the
new book, Church Finance, published by Christianity
Today. The webinar addressed questions, including:
Does your church have sound operating cash reserves?
What types of budgets should you be preparing?
How do federal tax laws impact your congregation?

Other ECFA Webinars-on-Demand still available:

• Giving in a Digital World with Leighton Cusack
and Brian Roberts

• Church Financial Management Survey 1.0 Results
with John Pearson and Cameron Doolittle

• Would You Leave Your Car Running (Internal
Controls) with Vonna Laue
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What Do Clergy Do All Week?  Researcher Becky R.
McMillan found a majority of full-time Protestant pastors
reported working between 42 and 63 hours a week. Their two
biggest tasks were preparing for Sunday morning services (33%
of their time) and providing pastoral care (25% of their time).
Catholic priests work a median of 53 hours vs. 46 hours for
Protestant clergy. Those extra hours are devoted to administra-
tive tasks. Priests spend 31% of their workweek overseeing the
church vs. 14% among Protestant pastors. Both spend 31% of
their time preparing for worship. The median workweek for
black pastors is 72.3 hours, regardless of denomination. Con-
servative clergy spend more time on preaching and worship
and less on administration. While mainline pastors spend 20%
of their time attending meetings and running the church, evan-
gelical pastors spend only 12% of their time on those tasks.
(Insights into Religion 9/17/15)

Pastors Hang Tough.Only 1% of U.S. pastors abandon the
pulpit each year. LifeWay Research found just 13% of senior
pastors left the pastorate in the last 10 years for reasons other
than death or retirement. Still, pastors say the role can be
tough: 84% say they’re on call 24 hours a day. 80% expect con-
flict in their church. 54% find the role of pastor frequently
overwhelming. 53% are often concerned about their family’s
financial security. 48% often feel the demands of ministry are
more than they can handle. 21% say their church has unrealis-
tic expectations of them. 94% of pastors consistently protect
time with their family, 92% make deliberate efforts to prevent
conflict, and 90% regularly listen for signs of conflict in the
church. 85% say they unplug from ministerial duties at least
one day a week. 59% find seven or more occasions a week for
private Bible study and prayer, unrelated to sermon or lesson
prep. (CT Gleanings 9/1/15)

Sticky Faith research led by Fuller Seminary’s Kara Powell
found doubt is fairly pervasive in young people in the first
three years of college, but it’s not necessarily a bad thing. What
is toxic is unexpressed or unexplored doubt. When young peo-
ple have the opportunity to express or explore their doubt, it is
correlated with stronger and more mature faith.

It’s often those tough questions that help God become even
more real to us. However, toxic messages of doubt start young.
When something bad or scary happens, it’s typical for a 3rd or
4th grader to say, “I don’t understand why God would allow
this earthquake to happen.” Often, well-intentioned Sunday
school teachers quiet the student instead of offering an answer.
This tells kids neither God nor the church can handle their
questions. The four most powerful words can be “I don’t know,
but...” Not having a ready answer is okay. Discover the answer
together or get back to them. The worst response is to do noth-
ing. Students do best when they feel like they’ve come to their
own conclusions. (ChurchLeaders 2/21/15)

Sharing Faith Online. In a typical week, about 1 in 5 Ameri-
cans share their faith online. This is about the same as the number
who tune in to religious talk radio, watch religious TV or listen
to Christian rock music. (Pew Fact Tank 8/27/15)

American Theological Views. 45% of adult Americans
believe there are many ways to get to heaven, according to Life-
Way Research. The same percentage says the Bible was written
for each person to interpret as he or she chooses. 58% of evan-
gelicals believe the Holy Spirit is a force, not a person; and 2%
believe God the Father is more divine than Jesus. 45% of Amer-
icans believe the Bible is the Word of God, and 43% think it is
100% accurate in all it teaches. 70% believe there is one true
God in 3 persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 19% believe
Jesus is the first creature created by God. 60% of Americans say
hell is real, and 67% say heaven is real. (Facts & Trends 8-9/15)

Pastors’ Families.According to LifeWay Research more than
9 in 10 married pastors say their spouses are enthusiastic about
life in ministry together (63% agree strongly; 31% somewhat),
have found a fulfilling ministry in the church (65% agree
strongly; 26% somewhat), and are very satisfied with their
marriage (82% agree strongly; 16% somewhat). In contrast,
20% say their family resents the demands of pastoral ministry,
and 35% say the demands of ministry prevent them from
spending time with their family. (CT Gleanings 9/1/15)

Certain text  provided by Gary Foster, Gary D. Foster 
Consulting, a management and marketing consulting
firm specializing in serving Christian ministries and
businesses. www.garydfoster.com 
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Churches and Church-Related Ministries
Recently Certified by ECFA:
1. Fielder Church
2.  Great Lakes District of the C&MA
3.  Midwest District of the C&MA
4.  North Central District of the C&MA
5.  Northeast Christian Church of Jefferson County, 

Kentucky
6.  Southwestern District of the C&MA
7.  Stone’s Throw Church
8.  Western Great Lakes District of the C&MA

Save $500 When You Start Your Application
Before December 31, 2015. Interested in joining
the growing number of churches committed to high
standards in financial integrity? Enter CHURCH2015
when you submit your application to have the $500
application fee waived.  Click here to get started,
or contact Michael Martin at 800-323-9473 or
Michael@ECFA.org.

https://www.ecfa.org/Content/Join



