
Churches Lag Behind in Facilitating Online Giving.While
70 percent of nonprofits provide an online giving platform for
donors, only 42 percent of churches in America provide an online
giving opportunity. To read more about this national online giv-
ing study by Dunham+Company/Campbell Rinker, click here.

Rising Role of  Internships and Residencies for Churches.
Leadership Network recently asked over 1,600 large church
leaders: “Does your church offer an internship or residency
program for training future leaders?” A surprising 72% said
“yes.” To learn more the process of developing an internship
and residency program, click here to view the interview with
Warren Bird, research director for Leadership Network, and
Patrick O’Connell, NewThing Director.

ECFA Church Financial Management Survey 1.0 Key
Highlights. 

• “You will be my witnesses to Jerusalem and ... to the ends of
the earth.” Churches give just 6% of their budgets to foreign
missions. They give another 4% of their budgets to domestic
ministries. As churches grow, their generosity to external
missions also grows.

• The road to effectiveness is paved with... controls? We asked
respondents “How effective is your finance operation?” Then
we looked to see what conditions were connected to finance
effectiveness. What we found: Effective internal controls,
policies, budgeting, and reporting add up to an effective
finance operation.

Church 
Revenue

Percentage Given to 
External Minisries

Below $500K 8%
$500K–1M 9%
$1M–5M 10%
$5M + 13%

Religious Liberty for Churches.Christian Legal Society
and the National Association of Evangelicals have provided an
excellent resource to churches regarding religious liberty guid-
ance, non-discrimination, and same-sex issues. To access this
free webinar recording, click here.

Americans View Islam as a Threat to their nation’s reli-
gious liberty almost as strongly as they consider it a danger to
religious freedom globally, shows new LifeWay Research data.
Although most persecution occurs overseas, 39% of American
adults say Islam threatens religious freedom in the U.S., while
40% see Islam as a global threat. 52% believe U.S. religious lib-
erties are not at risk because of Islam. Internationally 47% of
Americans think Islam doesn’t endanger religious freedom
while 40% believe it does. (CT e Exchange 6/30/15)
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Strong Line-Up of  ECFA Church Webinars 

August 25 (1 p.m. EDT) – ECFA’s Church Finan-
cial Management Survey 1.0 Results Webinar. 
Register today to learn more about financial management
trends among churches from ECFA’s latest survey.  

September 17 (1 p.m. EDT) – Giving in a Digital
World Webinar. Leighton Cusack, co-founder of Kindrid,
and Greg Murtha, chief relationship officer for iDonate,
will present the latest digital giving trends. These experts
will focus on digital giving—both cash and noncash—plus
trends and internal controls to avoid digital fraud. Click
here to learn more or to register for this webinar.

September 22 (1 p.m. EDT) – Top Five Church
Financial Issues Webinar with Michael Batts and
Richard Hammar. Register today for this webinar with
noted church finance experts. They will discuss key issues
from their new book, Church Finance, published by Chris-
tianity Today, including the topics of church budgeting,
setting the compensation of clergy, maintaining liquidity,
tax law compliance, and much more.

November 5 (1 p.m. EDT) – Top Five Intellectual
Property Issues Webinar. ECFA will present a webinar
on church intellectual property issues.  Attorney David
Middlebrook, founding shareholder with Anthony &
Middlebrook, PC, Grapevine, TX will be the presenter.
Mr. Middlebrook is well-versed on this challenging topic.
Click here to learn more or to register for this webinar.
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https://www.ecfa.org/Events.aspx?EventID=116
https://www.ecfa.org/Events.aspx?EventID=120
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https://www.ecfa.org/Events.aspx?EventID=129


Christian Small Group Attenders are much more likely than
non-group members to read their Bible regularly—67% com-
pared to only 27%. Being involved in a small group also made
Christians more likely to pray for others and confess sins to God.
(Transformational Groups, Ed Stetzer & Eric Geiger, B&H Books, 2014)

Have Hope, Be Encouraged. You may have heard the
alarming statistic that 86% of evangelical youth drop out of
church after high school. While the dropout rate is biggest dur-
ing this transitional time, it is not nearly that large. The reality
is the vast majority of youth raised by evangelical parents are
still evangelicals as adults. (e Exchange 7/8/15)

Special Events and Spiritual Growth. A Faith Communi-
ties Today national survey asked 12,000 leaders of congrega-
tions about which types of religious programs increase spiritual
vitality and growth. They found the more member-oriented
and mission focused the program, the higher the interest and
engagement—especially for programs aimed at young adults
and parenting/marriage enrichment. The more often congrega-
tions held special events to attract people from the surrounding
community, the more likely they were to grow. A more recent
Eventbrite survey confirmed the relationship between special
religious events (outside of worship) and spiritual growth at
the individual level. Special events have significant appeal to
the younger 18-45 folks in the survey. (Faith Communities Today 6/15)

Churches and Church-Related Organizations Recently
Accredited by ECFA:

1. Central District of the Christian & Missionary Alliance,
Wadsworth, OH

2. Mid-Atlantic District of the Christian and Missionary
Alliance, Frederick, MD

3. Mountain Life Evangelical Free Church, Park City, UT

4. Nashville Life Christian Church, Brentwood, TN

Is Your Church Certified by ECFA? If not, it just takes 7
minutes to learn whether your church may qualify. Call
Michael at 1-800-323-9473. It may be one of the most impor-
tant calls you make in 2015!

Americans Have a Surprising Openness to Christian
churches, even those who are supposedly turned off to religion, 
a new survey from LifeWay Research shows. Regardless of the
denomination, fewer than half the nonreligious say “it’s not for
me,” however they hold more favorable than unfavorable views
toward Catholic, Methodist, Baptist, Lutheran, Assemblies of
God and non-denominational churches. (Baptist Press 6/3/15)

Competing Priorities.When asked “how important it is for
you personally to attend a local church,” 33% of women say it is
very important. 27% say it is not at all important, and 24% say
it’s not too important. When asked to rank several life priorities,
women ranked family relationships first (68%). Church or reli-
gious activities came in a distant second (11%), and only margin-
ally beat personal time/development (10%). (Barna Group 6/25/15)

Young Women Leaving the Church. 62% of unchurched 
women still say they are Christians, even though they haven’t 
attended a church service in at least 6 months, finds a new 
Barna Group study. However, among younger Christians, the 
number who have not only left the church but also left the faith 
is growing. Just 46% of unchurched Millennial women self-
identify as Christian. The number who identify as atheist or 
agnostic has risen from 8% in 2000 to 11% today. Among Mil-
lennial women, it is 22% vs. 18% in 2005. (Barna Group 6/25/15)

Financial Integrity Starts with the Right Team. Reducing 
the risk of fraud by creating a team that incorporates solid 
internal controls is an important step for all churches.  An 
important trait to look for in selecting individuals includes 
“first and foremost, people who fully support and endorse the 
vision of the church,” notes Michael Batts.  Read this infor-
mative article.

Ready or Not, Succession Happens!  Is your church pre-
pared for eventual pastor succession? Leadership Network and 
Vanderbloemen Search Group surveyed churches’ succession 
plans and found that 44% of churches surveyed said their suc-
cession readiness was “poor” or “fair.” Read the report here.

New Website for Global Accountability. Stemming from 
the International Accountability Summit that was held on 
April 13-14, ECFA has launched the first-ever Global Network 
website.  Our goal is to provide a place for leaders around the 
world to obtain resources from ECFA and each other in order 
to encourage faithful administration among all nations.  The 
website contains a report from Sarah Kanaiya of Africa, high-
lighting the International Accountability Summit, along with 
videos from the Summit, and resource downloads from coun-
tries that have established an accountability group.  To view the 
Global Network website, click here.

Encourage Givers to Turbocharge Their Donations by 
Giving Away Appreciated Assets. With the stock market 
still strong in 2015, many taxpayers have appreciated stocks 
that could be donated.  The appreciation escapes capital gains 
tax, and taxpayers get a deduction for the full value in most 
cases, as long as they have owned the stocks for more than a 
year.  Donating an asset that has declined in value generates a 
capital loss.  (Kiplinger Tax Letter, July 17, 2015)

Certain text  provided by Gary Foster, Gary D. Foster 
Consulting, a management and marketing consulting firm
specializing in serving Christian ministries and businesses.
www.garydfoster.com 
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