
Church Racial Mix Changing. According to the most
recent (2012) National Congregations Study, 80% of Ameri-
can congregants attend services at a place where a single racial
or ethnic group comprises at least 80% of the congregation.
20% worship where no single racial or ethnic group predomi-
nates. This is up from 15% in ’98 and 17% in ’06–’07. In addi-
tion, the share of white Americans who attend services with no
one of another other race or ethnicity is dropping. In ’98, 20%
of U.S. congregants were part of entirely white congregations
vs. 11% in ‛12. A similar dynamic is at work among Hispanic
worshipers. (Pew Research Fact Tank 12/8/14)

The Average Church attracts fewer than 90 adults on a typi-
cal weekend. 60% of Protestant churches have 100 or fewer
adults on a typical weekend. Just 2% of churches attract more
than 1,000 adults on a typical weekend. (Barna Research)

Church Planting. Churches of 200 or less are 4 times more
likely to plant a daughter church than churches of 1,000 or
more. The smaller the size of the church, the more fertile they
are in planting churches. (LifeWay Research)

Keeping the Faith. 56% of Millennials are keeping the faith
of their childhood while 20% are switching to another denomi-
nation, 18% are leaving their faith and 4% are coming to faith.
(Facts & Trends Summer 2014)

The IRS Gets a Progress Report on Charity Oversight:
What Can We Learn? Unlike many of the recent inquiries
into the IRS which have in some way been politically motivated,
a new report by the Government Accountability Office goes
beyond media sound bites and provides insightful hard data on
the state of IRS oversight of churches and other nonprofits.
Click here to read more.

Fewer Married Millennials. While Millennials (21%) are
half as likely to be currently married as their parents at the same
age, Pew reports generally the “youngest generation has the
strongest desire to marry” which is “a reflection of their stage in
the life cycle.” However, Millennials are 5% less likely than those
of older generations to say “successful marriage is one of their
most important life goals.” (Focus on the Family Findings 6/2012)

Perceptions vs. Realities. In the U.S., the Center for Media
Research says we get a lot of things very wrong. Aging Popula-
tion:  We overestimate the U.S. population to be much older
than it actually is. The average estimate is 35.9% of the popula-
tion is 65+ when it is in fact only 14%. Christians: Americans
think 55.7% of the country identifies themselves as Christian vs.
the actual figure of 78%. Muslims: We hugely overestimate the

proportion of Muslims in the U.S., thinking 15% are Muslims
when the actual figure is 1%. (Center for Media Research Brief 11/22/14)

Church Pantries. 22% of Americans say their family has
turned to a church-run food pantry in the past for help, accord-
ing to a new survey from LifeWay Research. U.S. adults were
asked to respond to the statement, “My family has received
food from a church-run food pantry in the past.” Americans
from a wide range of backgrounds said yes. That includes 26%
of churchgoers along with 18% of those who never attend serv-
ices. 37% of African Americans and 35% of evangelicals said
their family received help. So did 28% of those without a col-
lege degree. (Baptists Press 11/25/14)

More Americans Foregoing Marriage. New data from the
Bureau of Labor Statistics indicate that the number of Ameri-
cans who have always been single and will never marry is at a
historic high. About 20% of Americans older than 25 had
always been single in ’13, up from 9% in ’60. About half of all
never-marrieds would like to marry eventually; the younger
people were, the more likely they were to say this. “Marriage
hasn’t fallen out of favor,” says Kim Parker, Director of Social
Trends Research, “but financial constraints and imbalances in
the marriage market may be holding people back from taking
the plunge.” (Pew Research Center 9/24/14)

New Guidance Clarifies Reimbursement of  Employee
Health Costs. Small employers using reimbursements
arrangements for health care costs face $100 per day, per
employee penalties [under the Affordable Care Act (ACA)]
even if the amounts reimbursed are reported to the employees.

There are three exceptions to the ACA rules: (1) a one-
employee health plan, (2) an employer-provided group insur-
ance plan, whether furnished alone or accompanied by an inte-
grated medical reimbursement plan, and (3) reimbursement
plans that cover only ancillary benefits such as dental, vision, or
long-term care premiums. Click here to read more. 

Healthcare Update for Small Churches and Ministries 
Webinar with Danny Miller and Allison Gardner, partners with 
Conner & Winters. This webinar will focus on the health care 
changes surrounding reimbursement of employee health costs. 
Register now for this free webinar on February 12 at 1 pm EST.

Church Compensation. One of the best ways to demonstrate
your church sets fair and reasonable compensation packages for
its ministers and staff is through the use of Christianity Today’s
biannual Compensation Handbook for Church Staff. The hand-
book offers comparative data on 14 different church positions,
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providing breakdowns for a variety of scenarios, including part-
and full-time positions, church size, budget, and geographical set-
ting to help churches set appropriate plans. Our friends at Christi-
anity Today have just launched the latest survey that makes this
important resource possible. Will you please take a few moments
now to help them? The National Church Compensation Survey
is completely confidential, and when you finish, you’ll receive $15
off of your next order at ChurchLawAndTaxStore.com!

Faith Sharing Online. In an average week, 1 in 5 Americans
share their religious faith online, about the same percentage
that tune in to religious talk radio, watch religious TV pro-
grams or listen to Christian rock music. And 46% of U.S.
adults see someone else share their religious faith online in a
typical week. These are among the key findings from a Pew
Research Center’s American Trends Panel. (Pew Research 11/6/14)

Pentecostalism in Latin America. 65% of Protestants in Latin
America identify with Pentecostalism. In the U.S, fewer than half
of Hispanic Protestants describe themselves as Pentecostal. Signif-
icant percentages of Protestants across Latin America engage in
beliefs and practices associated with “gifts of the Holy Spirit,” such
as divine healing and exorcism. (Pew Research 11/13/14)

19% Bible Lovers/19% Bible Skeptics. Bible skepticism is
tied with Bible engagement for the first time in Barna Group and
American Bible Society polling.  The number of those who are
skeptical or agnostic toward the Bible—who believe the Bible is
“just another book of teachings written by men that contains
stories and advice”—has nearly doubled from 10% to 19% in just
three years. This is now equal to the number of people who are
Bible engaged—who read the Bible at least four times a week
and believe it is the actual or inspired Word of God.

Digging into the population segmentation of Bible skeptics,
two-thirds are 48 or younger (28% Millennials, 36% Gen-Xers),
and they are twice as likely to be male (68%) than female (32%).
They are more likely to identify as Catholic than any other sin-
gle denomination or affiliation (30%) and are the segment most
likely not to have attended church (87%) or prayed (63%) during
the previous week. They are also most likely not to have made a
commitment to Jesus that is important in their life today (76%).
(Year-in-Review:  Barna's Top 10 Findings om 2014, Barna.org.)

ECFA member? If you are serving with an ECFA member
church, committed to observing high standards of excellence,
THANK YOU! If not, learning whether your church may
qualify for ECFA membership just takes 7 minutes. Call
Michael at 1-800-323-9473. It may be one of the most impor-
tant calls you make in 2015!

The Church Network—Metro Groups. Are you an admin-
istrative leader of a church with weekend attendance over 2000?
The Church Network Metro Group is comprised of administra-
tors from larger churches across America and Canada who meet
to discuss current issues and share ideas. The sessions will be
held Feb. 12–13 (Napa Valley, CA) and March 5–6 (Ft. Worth,
TX). For more information and to register, click here.  

Fast Facts:

• 71% of Americans believe in the Trinity. 

• 23% of U.S. adults watched a religious TV program in the
past week, 20% listened to religious talk radio.

• 91% of visitors to your church will never return unless some-
one connects with them.

• A set of 35 Protestant denominations and the Roman
Catholic Church represented 45% of the U.S. population in
1968 and 35% in 2012.

• 62% of non-Christian Millennials have never read the Bible.

• Gen-Xers begin turning 50 in 2015.

• 81% of practicing Christian Millennials have posted Scrip-
ture online in the past year.

• Almost 1 in 5 people under 40 in the U.S. now describe
themselves as spiritual but not religious.

• 20% of Americans have taken an “intimate” photo of them-
selves or others with a cell phone camera, including 39% of
those under 30.

• 82% of U.S. adults have at least one credit card, including
40% who have 3 or more. Just 16% have none.

• 50 million Americans have trouble putting food on the
table, according to Feeding America, a food bank network.

• Millennial moms are far more likely than moms of any other
generation to be raising their kids near or even in the same
house as their extended family.

• The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reports 1 in
5 pregnancies in the U.S. ends with abortion.

• There are now 3.9 billion urbanites in the world.

• 80% of U.S. adults believe it is more common for grown chil-
dren to live with their parents now than 20 years ago.

• 30% of the U.S. population are auditory learners vs. approxi-
mately two-thirds who are visual learners.

• 12- to 17-year-olds in the U.S. send or receive an average of
60 texts per day.

Edited by Gary Foster, Gary D. Foster Consulting, a manage-
ment and marketing consulting firm specializing in serving
Christian ministries and businesses. www.garydfoster.com 
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