
IRS Releases 2015 Standard Mileage Rates. The IRS
announced the standard business mileage rate will rise in 2015
to 57.5 cents per mile (up from 56 cents per mile in 2014).
Click here to read more.

IRA Charitable Rollover Reinstatement Likely. The 
House and Senate have approved the reinstatement of the 
so-called “IRA Charitable rollover” for 2014 (retroactive to 
January 1, 2014 and expiring on December 31, 2014). The 
Senate is expected to approve the bill this week and the
President has indicated he will sign the legislation. This will
only leave a few days for givers to take advantage of this giving
opportunity. Click here for more information. 

Church Authority. 52% of U.S. adults say worshipping alone or
with family is as good as going to church. LifeWay Research finds
82% say their local church has no authority to “declare that I am
not a Christian.”  56% believe their pastor’s sermons have no
authority in their life, while 45% say the Bible was written for
each person to interpret as they choose. (Baptist Press 10/28/14)

Unchurched Americans. A new Barna Group study reveals
unchurched Americans are the most resistant to outreach
efforts by the church and friends than they’ve been in 20 years.
Today, 47% of U.S. adults who do not attend church said they
were open to being invited to church by a friend vs. 65% in
1993. Yet, personal invitations from friends are still the most
effective way to draw church visitors compared to other out-
reaches. 27% of unchurched adults would be open to visiting a
church if invited through a pastoral visit vs. 34% 20 years ago.
24% would consider visiting if they received a phone call from
a church. (Christian Post 10/21/14)

Religious Leadership Career Less Attractive. A career 
in religious leadership is less attractive than it used to be, 
especially among young people. About 1% of college freshmen
expected to become clergy in the 1960s vs. 0.3% today. That
means the level of interest in a religious career among today’s
college freshmen is less than half what it was in 1970. This
decline continues a very long-term trend. (The Decline of American
Religion? Mark Chaves, 2011. ARDA Guiding Paper Series)

Sharing the Faith 1 on 1. According to a recent Pew
Research Center report, 20% of U.S. adults reported sharing
their religious faith on social networking websites or apps in
the past week, while 40% shared their faith in a real-life setting.
59% of white evangelicals report sharing their religious beliefs
offline vs. 1% of people who are “unaffiliated” and 34% of
white mainline Protestants. (Huffington Post 11/14/14)

Theological Uncertainty. A new LifeWay Research study for
Ligonier Ministries reveals a significant level of theological confu-
sion. Many evangelicals do not have orthodox views about either
God or humans, especially on questions of salvation and the Holy
Spirit. Evangelicals scored high on several points: 95% believe
Jesus Christ rose from the dead, and 92% hold that salvation is
found through Jesus alone. 89% say God is sovereign over all
people and 88% that the Bible is the Word of God. Only 6% of
evangelicals think the Book of Mormon is a revelation from God,
but 18% aren’t sure. 96% of all evangelicals believe in the Trinity
and 88% that Jesus is fully human and fully divine. 51% said the
Holy Spirit is a force, not a personal being; 7% weren’t sure, while
42% affirmed the Spirit is a person. (CT Online 10/28/14)

Federal Lawsuit Pressing Churches to File Form 990 Fails
on Standing. In an interesting turn of events this week, a Wis-
consin federal district court dismissed the Freedom From Reli-
gion Foundation’s lawsuit seeking to force churches to file the IRS
Form 990.

Post-Christian Americans. Nearly 40% of America’s adult
population could be considered post-church with young adults
being the most disinterested in faith, finds a recent Barna Group
study. 48% of Millennials (ages 18 to 28) qualify as post-Christian,
meaning they do not participate in activities such as believing in
God, attending church or reading the Bible; 40% of Gen-Xers
between ages 30–40 qualify as post-Christian. Additionally,
nearly 25% of all unchurched adults have never experienced
regular church attendance. (Christian Post 10/21/14)

Loss of  Confidence. The percentage of people who say they
have a great deal of confidence in leaders of religious institutions
has declined from about 35% in the 1970s to about 25% today.
Americans are less confident in the leaders of many kinds of
institutions than they were in the 1970s. Still, confidence in reli-
gious leaders has declined faster than confidence in the leaders
of other institutions. Between 1973 and 1983, 35% of people
expressed a great deal of confidence in the leaders of religious
organizations vs. only 29% expressing a great deal of confidence
across all of the other institutions. (ARDA Archives 2014)

Declining Belief  in God. Tom W. Smith has combined vari-
ous surveys to show that, in the 1950s, 99% of Americans said
they believed in God, and that number has dropped, slowly but
steadily, to 92% in ‛08. This is a small decline that is stretched
out over 5 decades, and after 5 decades of change nearly every-
one still says they believe in God or a higher power. Still,
change has occurred. It has occurred so slowly that it is difficult

December 2014



to see over even a 2 decade span, but combining multiple sur-
veys over a longer period of time shows real decline. (The Decline
of American Religion? Mark Chaves, 2011, ARDA Guiding Paper Series)

Millennials Hold High View of  Scripture. 96% believe
the Bible contains everything a person needs to know to live a
meaningful life. 96% also claim the Bible is the actual or
inspired word of God. 46% say “the Bible is the actual word of
God and should be taken literally, word for word,” and an addi-
tional 39% agree it is divinely inspired and has no errors, though
“some verses are meant to be symbolic rather than literal.” 11%
say the Bible is the inspired word of God “but has some factual
or historical errors.” 71% of practicing Christian Millennials
believe in absolute moral truth, and 39% cite the Bible as the
main source from which they have learned or discovered
absolute moral truths and standards. They rank Bible-reading as
more important than church attendance (55% say Bible-reading
is more important), silence/solitude (50%), prayer (49%),
worship (51%), acts of service (48%), communion (44%) and
evangelism (42%).  (Barna Millennials 10/23/14)

Kids Need Dads, according to a neurobiological study pub-
lished in the journal Cerebral Cortex. The absence of fathers
during childhood may lead to impaired behavioral and social
abilities and brain defects, researchers at the Research Institute
of the McGill Univ. Health Centre found. This is the first time
research findings have shown paternal deprivation during
development affects the neurobiology of the offspring. Other
studies have observed that children raised without fathers are
more likely to demonstrate a number of risk factors, such as
substance abuse. (Christian Post 12/11/13)

Disturbing Stats: 35% of teen boys say they have viewed
pornographic videos “more times than they can count.” 15% of
boys and 9% of girls have seen child pornography. 32% of boys
and 18% of girls have seen bestiality online. 39% of boys and
23% of girls have seen sexual bondage online. 83% of boys and
57% of girls have seen group sex online. (LifeSite News 10/20/14)

Less Frequent Church Attendance. Few people will
argue that church attendance in many churches in America is
declining. Research indicates the majority of churches in our
country are not growing. Many suggest our nation is shifting
away from its Christian roots. Thus, churches are declining
as a smaller proportion of our country follows Christ. The
#1 reason for the decline in attendance is members attend
with less frequency than just a few years ago. This matters—
a lot. If the frequency of attendance changes, attendance will
respond accordingly. For example, if 200 members attend
every week, average attendance is 200. But if half of those
members miss 1 out of 4 weeks, the attendance drops to 175.
Did you catch that? No members left the church. Everyone is
still relatively active. But attendance declined more than 12%
because half the members slightly changed their pattern.
(ThomRainer.com 10/17/14)

Debt Costs More than Money. College graduates who carry a
high amount of student debt appear to face long-term challenges

that stretch beyond just finances. A new analysis of Americans
who graduated college between 1990 and 2014 shows grads who
took on the highest amounts of student debt, $50,000 or more,
are less likely than their peers who did not borrow for college to
be thriving in 4 of 5 elements of well-being: purpose, financial,
community, and physical. (Gallup Poll 8/7/14)

Traits of  Long-Term Pastorates. The median tenure of a
pastor at a church is around 4 years. This means more than half
of pastors leave a church before their 4th anniversary. LifeWay
Research shows that the time of greatest fruit in a pastor’s min-
istry does not begin until somewhere around years 5 to 7. Here
are traits of longer term pastors: 1) They pray daily for their
church members and staff.  2) They view their family as their
first line of ministry. 3) They connect with and love people in
their community. 4) They choose their battles carefully and
wisely. 5) They welcome structures that make them accountable.
6) They spend time developing staff. 7) They expect conflict and
criticism. 8) They connect with other pastors and ministries in
the community. 9) They affirm both theology and practical
ministry. 10) They ask long-term questions. (Tom Rainer,
ChurchLeaders 10/22/14)

Why Churches Join ECFA. Key reasons churches join
ECFA include:  (1) Trustworthiness—the ECFA seal enhances
the trust of the church, (2) Capitol Hill representation—ECFA
keeps up with issues on Capitol Hill impacting churches and
speaks out on them, and (3) Best practices—ECFA keeps
churches up-to-date on best practices in governance, financial
management, and stewardship. In just 10 minutes learn if your
church meets ECFA’s accreditation standards. Call Michael at
800-323-9473 or email Michael@ECFA.org.  

Fast Facts:

• 29% of Millennials living in the U.S. between ages 18 and 33
have no religious affiliation. (Pew Research)

• 72% of Americans now say religion is losing influence in
American life. 

• 30% of U.S. Protestants say they think of themselves as a reli-
gious minority because of their religious beliefs. 

• The majority of white Protestant congregations in the U.S.
are rural, while Jewish, African-American and Muslim con-
gregations are predominantly urban.
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