
Children Raised by Married Parents have more confidence,
are more conscientious and are better behaved than their peers,
finds a longitudinal British government study. There are weaker
effects linked to parents’ marital status, although there is a ten-
dency for poorer self-regulation and pro-social behavior and
increased hyperactivity and anti-social behavior for those from
single-parent families. Parents’ marital status, social class and
wealth all affect the way children develop from toddlers into
young adults. Socioeconomic status, parents education level and
preschool education also played roles. (LifeSite News 9/18/14)

Pathways to Seminary. An Auburn Theological Seminary
study showed that, for most seminarians, the pathway to seminary
began at home in a stable, religiously enmeshed family whose 
values the student deeply admired. Whatever the pattern of school-
ing, students were heavily involved in religious youth activities.
Most attended private colleges, many of which were religiously
affiliated. Along the way, they were impelled toward theological
study and ministry by the example (and often the encourage-
ment) of exemplary ministry practitioners. Most found a group
of peers that understood, supported and sometimes shared their
goals. At some point, a significant number had a deeply challeng-
ing and upsetting experience that changed and enriched their
picture of the world, and it increased their motivation to serve
and heal though some kind of ministry.  (On Our Way, Auburn
Studies, Wheeler, Miller, Ruger, Blier and Wiginton 2/14)

Successful Church Plant Stats. 88% of successful church
plants had a church planting team. 63.3% have a core group of
26–75 people. 75% use a contemporary worship style. 80% put
10% or more of their budgets toward outreach and evangelism.
17% have a higher rate of full-time pastors than struggling
church plants. 63% raise additional funding vs. 23% of strug-
gling church plants. (Planting Growing Churches, Stephen Gray,
ChurchSmart Resources 2007) 

Successful Marriages are linked to wedding size and premarital
sexual relations, finds a new National Marriage Project study.
Those with happy marriages were more likely to have had a large
number of guests at their wedding and have had fewer romantic
relationships prior to getting married. Those with bigger wed-
dings had happier marriages even after controlling for income and
education. Among those with 50 or fewer wedding guests, 31%
reported a high quality marriage. For those with 51 to 149 guests,
that number rose to 37%. And for those with 150 or more 47%,
reported having a high quality marriage. Researchers suspect a large
wedding indicates the newlyweds have a strong network of friends
and family that can help navigate the challenges of marriage.
(Christian Post 8/19/14)

The Church Population Ratio in the U.S. peaked at one
church for every 430 people during World War I. But today
there is only one church for every 6,194 people. In Canada the
ratio is 1:115,040. (North American Mission Board)

Church Dropouts. More than two-thirds of young adults who
attend a Protestant church in the U.S. for at least a year during
high school will stop attending regularly for at least a year
between ages 18 and 22. 25% of those dropouts cited a move to
college as their reason for no longer attending. (Outreach 7-8/14)

Minister Tries to Avoid Taxation Claiming Vow of
Poverty and Corporate Sole. A court found a pastor and his
wife liable for back taxes and penalties totaling more than
$86,000. The couple had been given faulty advice that taxes on
ministerial income could be avoiding by simply taking a vow of
poverty, forming a corporation sole, and depositing their church
paychecks into a bank account in the name of the corporation.
Click here to read more.

Millennials. This population cohort, made up of roughly 80
million 18-to-34-year-olds, represents 25% of the U.S. popula-
tion and more than $200 billion in annual buying power. They
will also soon make up about 70% of the workforce.  (Social
Media Daily 8/21/14)

Megachurch Report. A new Leadership Network survey
regarding finances of 727 of America’s largest churches found
the following: 
• Of the 56 million U.S. Protestants who worship weekly, 

13 million attend a church of 1,000 or more. 
• In North America, 1,650 churches have 2,000 or more par-

ticipants. 
• According to the ’14 edition of the Large Church Salary

Report, the typical large American church (1,000 to 7,000
members) was founded in 1977, seats 800 worshipers and
offers 5 weekly services at 2 campuses. 

• The church’s 52-year-old senior pastor was hired in ’05. 
• It employs 25 staff members and attendance has been

recently growing 7% per year. 
• 50% spend between 39% and 52% of their budget on staffing

costs. They have 1 full-time paid staff for every 51 to 90
attendees. 

• The salary of the senior pastor (most influenced by church
size) makes up 3.4% of the budget and is at least 30% higher
than the next highest-paid employee. 

(2014 Large Church Salary Report)



Divorce deals a financial blow to all involved. On average a
male involved in a divorce sees his income decline by 7% while
a woman’s falls 22%. Even after 4 years, a man’s income is 5%
lower than it was prior to divorce vs. a woman’s 20%. The effect
of divorce on a child’s household income is an astounding 45%
reduction. The effect is highest among women in the highest
income levels. (The Pulse 9/10/14)

Church Attendance. In the U.S., Protestant and other Chris-
tian churches attract 9 million weekly worshipers. The average
U.S. church attracts fewer than 90 adults on a typical weekend.
59% of Protestant churches (177,000) have 100 or fewer adults
on a typical weekend. 90% of congregations have 350 or fewer
people. Just 2% of churches attract more than 1,000 adults in a
typical weekend. (Outreach 7-8/14)

Small Churches Closing. Today, half of all churchgoers in
the U.S. attend the largest 10% of churches. Rarely reported,
however, is that on average, 50 smaller churches in the U.S.
close their doors every week. (ChurchLeaders.com 8/15/14)

Hispanic Demographic Trends strategies of  leading
brands and marketers by Americas Marketing. U.S. His-
panic demographic trends indicate a 163% increase in popula-
tion between 2010 and 2050, making up 30% of the popula-
tion by 2050. (Center for Media Research Brief 8/19/14)

Spiritual Connections are among the major strengths of
healthier U.S. congregations, according to the U.S. Congrega-
tional Life Survey. Those congregations focus on spiritual con-
nections by cultivating faith and responding to the spiritual
needs of their worshipers. The first strength in this area involves
worshipers’ private devotional activities. 67% of worshipers
spend at least a few times a week in private devotional activities
such as reading the Bible or other devotional materials, praying
or meditating. 48% do so every day with 33% doing so less often
or never. (U.S. Congregational Life Survey 8/20/14)

Increased Porn Use. In ’00, only 21% of U.S. adults had vis-
ited a sexually-oriented web site, according to Zogby Interna-
tional. Among born-again Christians, 18% had done so. A new
Proven Men Ministries study conducted by Barna Group
found 64% of American men and 20% of women view porn at
least monthly. For Christian men, it is 55%. Now nearly one-
third of American men under 30 do so on a daily basis. Even
worse, 18% of men believe they may be addicted to porn. That’s
more than 20 million men. (BreakPoint.com 9/9/14)

Not Your Grandfather’s Church. Large percentages of U.S.
worshipers are not currently living in a traditional 2-parent
household: 14% have never been married; 17% are divorced,
widowed or separated; and 12% are in second marriages after
divorce or the death of a spouse. 56% do not have children liv-
ing at home. Married couples with children are the “minority
profile” in congregations. This mirrors the profile of the U.S.
population. Married couples with children are also now a
minority percentage of households in America. (U.S. Congrega-
tional Life Survey 8/20/14)

Does a Seminary Degree Make a Difference? A Hartford
Seminary national study in the U.S. found ministers who hold
graduate theological degrees are no more likely than those with
no degrees to lead congregations that have “a sense of vitality, clar-
ity of purpose, membership growth, confidence about the future
and ability to deal with conflict.” (Congregation: H. Paul Douglass)

Well-Educated. The U.S. Census reports about 27% of the
population have a college degree or higher education. Among
worshipers, the figure is 47%. 94% overall have completed high
school. In each of the 4 countries (Australia, New Zealand,
England and the U.S.) that participated in the U.S. Congrega-
tional Life project, the educational level of worshipers
exceeded the educational attainment in the general population.
(U.S. Congregational Life Survey 8/20/14)

2014 Large Church Salary Report Reveals Latest Trends
in Compensation and Staffing. Salaries of senior pastors
and executive pastors (or comparable leaders) account for 3.4%
and 2.5%, respectively, of the average large church budget,
according to the 2014 Large Church Salary Report released by
Leadership Network. Click here to read more

Fast Facts:

• The average term of a pastor in a U.S. church is 8 years.

• 40% of Americans claim to attend church weekly, but on any
given Sunday actual attendance is closer to 20%. (Church-
Leaders.com)

• Pew Research reports 20% of U.S. adults now consider them-
selves religiously unaffiliated, as do as many as a third of
adults under 30.

• 29% of South Koreans today are Christians vs. 1% in 1900.

• 71% of Koreans living in the U.S. say they are Christian,
including 61% Protestant and 10% Catholic.

• Today the average American home receives 189 TV chan-
nels, up from 129 in ’08. 17 are consistently tuned in.

• There are more vacant houses than homeless people in the
U.S. (Truthdig)

• 46% of U.S. moms say they would return home for their
smartphone but not their wallet.
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