
Conservative Protestant Churches Growing. According to
the General Social Survey, conservative Christian churches are
increasing slightly (from 30.9% of the U.S. population in ’91
to 31.5% in ’12). Of course, this means the growth rate in real
numbers is markedly greater!  During this same period, main-
line Protestant churches dropped from 21.2% to 19%. These
findings are consistent with Pew’s 2008 U.S. Religious Land-
scape Survey, which found “the proportion of the population
identifying with the large mainline Protestant denominations
has declined significantly in recent decades, while the propor-
tion of Protestants identifying with the large evangelical
denominations has increased.” But the real change is among
those claiming no particular religious affiliation (the “nones”),
which increased from 8.1% to 19.7% of the general population
(’91 to ’12). (Focus on the Family Findings 8/13)

To the Contrary. A recent Univ. of Nebraska sociological
study undermines the common conception that with advanced
education comes a general loss of religious affiliation. To the
contrary, those with the least amount of higher education were
more inclined toward religious non-affiliation than those with
more years of higher education. Research on young adults over
the last few years has suggested college education is not as cor-
related with religious decline as it had been in older studies
based on samples of Baby Boomer and previous generations of
Americans. Regarding the cultural phenomenon of college as a
place where religious belief declines, researcher Phillip Schwadel
says there were multiple factors as to why people assume this.
“First, it was true of older generations. Second, the curricular,
cultural and social content of higher education does sometimes
conflict with religious beliefs and perspectives. Third, it is easy
to blame ‘liberal professors’ and the university system more
generally for religious decline, when in fact religious decline is
relatively likely at that stage of the life course regardless of edu-
cation.”  (Social Forces 8/14)

Millennials Can’t Keep What They Never Had. Of
young adults who leave the Christian faith; very few report
having had a very strong religious faith as a child or teen. Only
11% of those who abandoned their childhood Christian faith
said they were taught a very strong faith during childhood. So,
not surprisingly, homes modeling lukewarm faith do not cre-
ate enduring faith in children. Homes modeling vibrant faith
do. So these young adults are leaving something they never
had a good grasp of in the first place. Parents who provide a
home where faith is vibrantly practiced (even imperfectly) are
remarkably likely to create young adults who remain serious
Christians. (Focus on the Family Findings 8/13)

Facebook Can Lead to Divorce. Social media websites in
general and Facebook in particular may be linked to an
increased likelihood of divorce, claims a recent Boston Univ.
study. Using social networking sites negatively correlated with
marriage quality and happiness, and positively correlated with
experiencing a troubled relationship and thinking about
divorce. A 20% annual increase in the share of the population
of a state with a Facebook account correlated with a 2.18%
increase in the rate of divorce. Thirty-two percent of heavy
social-media users say they’ve thought seriously about leaving
their spouses vs. 16% of non-users. Over 80% of divorce
attorneys have seen a rise in cases using social networking.
(Christian Post 7/18/14)

Appeals Court May Reverse District Court’s Clergy
Housing Decision. The Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals
heard oral arguments earlier this month in a case that has cap-
tured national attention over the tax code’s clergy housing
allowance exclusion. Click here to read more.

Religious Disengagement is associated with the trend to
postpone marriage and parenthood. Marital rates and religious
involvement tend to go hand-in-hand. Princeton sociologist
Robert Wuthnow explains: Most of the decline in U.S. religious
attendance has taken place among younger adults who have not
married.  Today’s young adults are divided religiously on lines
that correspond closely to their marital status. Young adults who
are married go to church, often to theologically conservative
churches. Young adults who are not married are less likely to
attend religious services. Settling down in family usually means
settling down to church. Growing strong marriages and thriving
families is an important church growth strategy. (After the Baby
Boomers: How Twenty- and Thirty-Somethings Are Shaping the Future of Amer-
ican Religion, Robert Wuthnow,  Princeton Univ. Press, 2007)

Why Churches Join ECFA. Craig Groeschel, senior pastor
of LifeChurch.tv, says it best, “LifeChurch.tv’s accreditation by
ECFA serves as a clear statement of assurance to our attendees,
our donors, and to the public that we conduct Kingdom busi-
ness with integrity and accountability.” ECFA.org/join

Russia Has Outlawed Swear Words in films, theatre and
the media. The legislation, signed by President Vladimir Putin,
imposes hefty fines on offenders (up to 2,500 rubles or $79) for
individuals and 50,000 rubles or $1,590 for businesses). The
measure comes amid the growing influence of the Russian
Orthodox Church as well as government calls to protect the
Russian language in conflict-torn Ukraine. (9 News 7/11/14)



Getting to Church. According to a Pew Research Center
study, 24% of religiously affiliated Americans mention practi-
cal difficulties, including work conflicts, as a barrier to church
attendance. Of church attenders (not just those who identify
with a religion), more than a quarter say their work schedules
make it difficult for them to regularly participate in congre-
gational events. Secularization of Sunday (e.g., children’s
sports programs and school-related activities) also distract
from regular church attendance. (CT Gleanings 7/16/14)

Who’s Reading? Barna Group research finds practicing
Protestants are more than twice as likely (21%) as those of
other faiths (11%) and no faith (8%) to have read two of the
polled books. They also outpace practicing Catholics, 10% of
whom say they finished two books. (Barna Group 8/6/14)

Church Can Help You Love Your Job. Regular church
attenders who frequent a church that teaches God is present at
your workplace, work is a mission from God, or that faith can
guide work decisions and practices is a good sign for your
career, claims new Baylor Univ. research. Those who often
attend churches with that philosophy are more likely to be
committed to and satisfied with their work and look for ways
to expand or grow the business. (CT Gleanings 7/16/14)

U.S. Church Attendance. Pew Research found 37% of
Americans in ‛13 say they attend worship services at least
weekly (vs. 39% in ‛03). Today 29% seldom or never attend
worship services (vs. 25% in ‛03). (CT Gleanings 7/16/14)

Food Banks Struggle. Groups that provide food for U.S.
pantries for the poor say this is one of the toughest years yet in
terms of low levels of federal government “surplus” commodity
donations, which have historically accounted for a major por-
tion of meat and other proteins. Those shortfalls are putting
real pressure on low-income families and individuals, who are
squeezed because of still high unemployment, federal and state
budget cuts, higher grocery costs from recent drought, rising
rents and transport costs. (Christian Post 7/18/14)

Not Making Budget. According to a recent Giving Rocket
survey of churches, only 14% are meeting or exceeding budget.
Knowing that churches rely entirely on donations to survive,
not meeting the annual budget means critical mission work is
in jeopardy of being underfunded.  (Church Executive 7/2/14)

Millennials Not Abandoning Church. Most young adults
are NOT leaving the church. Professor Byron Johnson from
Baylor’s Institute for Studies of Religion said, “Switching is not
an indication Americans have abandoned or lost their faith, as
many in the media and, unfortunately, a number of Christians
would have us believe.” Notre Dame Sociologist Christian
Smith observes, that most emerging adults themselves report
little change in how religious they have been in the previous
years. And those who do report change are more likely to say
they have become more, not less, religious. Most do not appear
to abandon their faith, decide that it is entirely unimportant or
radically alter their beliefs. Most appear to retain their faith but

make it a less salient and publically practiced part of their lives
during these years. It has long been a hallmark of youth to be
less religiously active during the transition from teen years into
adulthood. (Focus on the Family Findings 8/13)

Is the Form 990 Filing Exemption for Churches
Unconstitutional? The answer is “no”—according to attorneys
for the federal government who filed their latest brief in a lawsuit
by the Freedom From Religion Foundation seeking to declare
the exemption unconstitutional. Click here to read more.

Fast Facts:

• Just 38% of regular U.S. churchgoers have been divorced,
way below the national average of 50%.

• Millennials are increasingly disassociating with churches and
individuals who practice what they see as strident conserva-
tive political rhetoric.

• Researchers report 68% of church-going men watch porn
regularly.

• Congregations without a leader or an interim leader are least
likely to experience growth.

• 49% of all Americans would be unhappy if an immediate
family member married someone who didn’t believe in God. 

• 69% of white evangelical Protestants say it’s better for chil-
dren if a parent is at home to focus on the family. 

• Some 60% of megachurch attenders say they are involved in
one or more small groups.

• Millennials are well-educated, tech-savvy, under-employed
20-somethings at risk of becoming the first U.S. generation
unable to meet their parents’ standard of living.

• Of the more than 10,000 Baby Boomers retiring every single
day, most of them are underprepared financially. 

• The number of words posted on Twitter each day would fill a
10-million page book. 

• Nearly two million children in the U.S. have at least one par-
ent in jail or prison. 

• From ’05 to ’11 more than 49,000 American veterans killed
themselves.
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