
New Guidance Clarifies Reimbursement of Employee. 
Health Costs. Small employers using certain reimbursement 
arrangements for health care costs face $100 per day, per 
employee penalties [under the Affordable Care Act (ACA)] 
even if the amounts reimbursed are reported to the employees 
as taxable compensation. Many smaller churches and ministries 
run afoul of these onerous rules simply by paying for a health 
insurance policy personally owned by a staff member or reim-
bursing out-of-pocket medical expenses for co-insurance and 
deductible amounts. 

FREE – 5 Roads for Healthcare Reimbursements by 
Churches and Ministries Webinar with Danny Miller and 
Allison Gardner, partners with Conner & Winters. This 
webinar will focus on the health care issues surrounding 
reimbursement of employee health costs. Register now for this 
free webinar on February 12 at 1 pm EST. For many 
ministries, this will be ECFA’s most important webinar of 
2015. There are only 2,000 webinar con-nections available and 
registrations are already nearing 1,000.

Christians Culturally Marginalized. New Open Doors
research reveals ’14 experienced the greatest number of reli-
gious freedom violations against Christians worldwide in
recent memory—even in Christian-majority countries. Of the
worst 50 nations, 4 out of 5 share the same primary cause:
increased “cultural marginalization.” “Even Christian-majority
states are experiencing unprecedented levels of exclusion, dis-
crimination, and violence,” said Open Doors USA’s David
Curry. “The 2015 World Watch List reveals that a staggering
number of Christians are becoming victims of intolerance and
violence because of their faith. They are being forced to be
more secretive about their faith.” (CT Gleanings 1/7/15)

The U.S. Birth Rate fell into another decline, reaching an all-
time low in ’13, according to new CDC stats. There were 3.93
million births in the U. S. in ’13, down from a peak of 4.31 mil-
lion in ’07. In all, there were 62.5 births per 1,000 women 15–44.
The fertility rate for American women has dropped 10% since
that time, due to the Great Recession and women putting off hav-
ing children until they are out of their 20s. (LifeSite News 12/4/14)

Evangelicals Evangelize. About half of all evangelicals
report sharing their faith with non-believers, and rates of evan-
gelism have held rather steady over the past several decades.
This evangelism rate is more than double the rate of mainline
Protestants and Catholics, and is higher than most other reli-
gions. (Christians are Hate-Filled Hypocrites and Other Lies You’ve been Told,
R.E. Wright, Bethany House 2010)

Younger Consumers (18-34s) are more able to form mean-
ingful relationships through digital channels, according to new
Deep Focus research. More than one-third now consider 
“eLationships” as meaningful as in-person relationships. Plus,
32% reported feeling “close” to people they had only met
online, while 76% said they had friendships based solely on
social-media interactions. For Gen Y especially, their growing
taste for “digital intimacy” manifests most notably in social
communities, and their efforts to present a particular image to
the world through digital channels. (Social Media Daily 1/5/15)

Views of  Non-Christians toward Christians. 1) Christians
are against more things than they are for. 2) Many would like
to develop a friendship with a Christian. 3) Many would like to
learn about the Bible from a Christian. 4) Many don’t see much
difference in the way Christians live. 5) Many wish they could
learn to be a better husband, wife, dad, mom, etc., from a
Christian. 6) Some Christians try to act like they have no prob-
lems. 7) Many wish a Christian would take them to their
church. (Outreach.com 11/7/12)

The Concept of  Family has expanded in recent years. 62%
of men and 73% of women say: “Friends can be as much ‘fam-
ily’ as blood relatives.” And nearly a third consider their pets to
be part of the family, according to Havas Worldwide’s New
Dynamics of Family 20 country report.  (Media Agency Daily
1/16/15)

The Younger a Person is, the less likely he or she is to attend
church. Among the U.S. churched population, Millennials
make up 11%, Gen X-ers 33%, Boomers 35%, and Elders 22%.
Among the unchurched, the percentages skew slightly younger:
Millennials make up 15%, Gen X-ers 36%, Boomers 33%, and
Elders 16%. (Barna Group 12/10/14)

Millennial Faith. Millennials (43%) are markedly less likely
to say a “religious life” is important to them compared with
Xers (53%). Silents and Boomers were 68% and 59%.( Focus on
the Family Findings 6/2012)

Racial Diversity in the Church. Sunday morning remains
one of the most segregated hours in American life, with more
than 8 in 10 congregations made up of one predominant racial
group, a LifeWay Research study shows. 67% of American
churchgoers say their church has done enough to become
racially diverse, and less than half think their church should
become more diverse. (Baptist Press 1/15/15)
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ECFA Speaks Up for Freedom of  Religious Speech.
ECFA co-sponsored an event with the Bright Lines Project
(BLP) at the National Press Club, Washington, DC to discuss
the need for greater clarity and more freedom in the laws regu-
lating political activity by churches and other charities. In
recent years, ECFA and BLP have been two of the most active
groups on Capitol Hill engaging policymakers on the need to
revise the tax code’s political activity rules, which are so vague
they chill free speech and are impossible for the IRS to admin-
ister. Click here for more information.

Slower Hispanic Growth. The U.S. Census has lowered pre-
viously published Hispanic population projections for 2050 by
almost 30 million due to lower than expected Hispanic immi-
gration. While the Hispanic population will continue to grow,
U.S. births will be the primary driving force. (Engage Hispanics,
1/2/15)

Step and Single-Parent Families make up 1/3 of all house-
holds with children in the U.S., but 2/3 of all child sexual abuse
cases. (Focus on the Family Pulse Check 10/1/14)

Church Positive for Community. 78% of U.S. adults believe
the presence of a church is “very” (53%) or “somewhat” (23%)
positive for their community. (Barna, Outreach Magazine 1-2/15)

Too Much Technology. With 92% of children having a digi-
tal footprint by age 2, 1 in 3 adults say technology is destroying
family life, and half say allowing a child unrestricted access to
the Internet is a form of child abuse, according to Havas
Worldwide’s New Dynamics of Family 20-country report.
(Media Agency Daily 1/16/15)

Millennials are More Likely Living with Parents and
cohabiting than the immediate 2 previous generations:  47%
for Millennials, 43% for Xers, and 39% for Boomers. 36% of
Millennials depend on their parents or other family members
for financial assistance. (Focus on the Family Findings 6/2012)

The Detrimental Effect. Pornography use leads to decreased
enjoyment of sexual intimacy for men according to Southern
Baptist researchers. “The study reinforces the fact that pornog-
raphy writes a sexual script that leaves out God, unconditional
love, respect for each other and honoring each other,” said Join
One Million Men campaign co-sponsor Jay Dennis. Pornogra-
phy lessens enjoyment with a real-life partner. Only 10.9% of
college men 18-29 surveyed reported they did not currently use
porn... 97.9% were unmarried, but 75.4% had engaged in sex-
ual intercourse. On average, religious faith was only moderately
important to them (Baptist Press 1/6/15)

The True Divorce Stats. Most of the stats about marriage,
including the idea that half of marriages fail, are based on past
U.S. Census department projections. But those projections
were made when the divorce rate was skyrocketing. If that
trend had continued, we would have hit the 50% rate, but the
divorce rate peaked around 1980. Author and social researcher
Shaunti Feldhahn believes a 2011 Census report offers some of

the most accurate data to date. It reports overall, 31.8% of ever-
married women had been divorced. Women 50-59 had the
highest rate at 41%. 55% of married couples in the U.S. have
been married at least 15 years, and 72% of those are in their
first marriage. Interestingly, 65.3% of people who had married
twice are still in that 2nd marriage. (Facts & Trends Oct-Nov ʼ14)

Mission Trips. The number of U.S. Christians taking part in
mission trips of a year or less has leaped from 540 in 1945 to an
estimated more than 1.5 million annually by 2008, says Trinity
Evangelical Divinity School’s Dr. Robert Priest. (Facts & Trends
Dec-Jan-Feb ʼ15)

Benefits of  Small Groups. A recent LifeWay Research study
of Protestant churchgoers finds 69% of regular small group
attenders intentionally spend time with other believers to help
them grow in their faith. 72% are intentionally putting their
spiritual gifts to use serving God and others. 79% go to church
at least 4 times a month, while 28% read their Bibles daily. 66%
feel closer to God, 74% understand the Bible better, 66% trust
God more, and 48% have become more loving in their relation-
ships. (Facts & Trends Summer 2014)

Answers or Comfort. While the majority of people still come
to the Scriptures to connect with God, their number is shrink-
ing from 64% in ’11 to 56% in ’14. Today, people are increas-
ingly likely to come to the Bible for more pragmatic needs:
Nearly 31% read the Bible for comfort or to help them address
life’s questions vs. 26% in ’11. (Barna Group 12/14)

ECFA member? If you are serving with an ECFA member
church, committed to observing high standards of excellence,
THANK YOU! If not, learning whether your church may
qualify for ECFA membership just takes 7 minutes. Call
Michael at 1-800-323-9473. It may be one of the most impor-
tant calls you make in 2015!

The Church Network—Metro Groups. Are you an admin-
istrative leader of a church with weekend attendance over
2000? The Church Network Metro Group is comprised of
administrators from larger churches across America and
Canada who meet to discuss current issues and share ideas.
The next session will be held March 5–6 (Ft. Worth, TX). 
For more information and to register, click here.

Edited by Gary Foster, Gary D. Foster Consulting, a manage-
ment and marketing consulting firm specializing in serving
Christian ministries and businesses. www.garydfoster.com 
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