
Appeals Court Rejects Atheist Challenge to the Clergy
Housing Exclusion. The U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Seventh Circuit issued an important decision in Freedom From
Religion Foundation v. Lew, concluding that the federal tax
code provision that treats church-provided housing allowances
as income tax-free to ministers must stand. Click here to read. 

What We Pray For. 40% of Americans pray for “my own sin,”
as do half of 51% of Protestants. 20% of Americans pray for
people who do not share their faith, while 26% of Protestants
pray for non-Christians. Only 12% of Americans pray for gov-
ernment officials. 38% of Americans pray about natural disas-
ters, while 44% of Protestants pray for those affected. 41% of
women vs. 35% of men pray for “people in natural disasters,” as
do Baby Boomers (49%), Gen-Xers (34%), and Millennials
(35%). 20% of Catholics and 11% of Protestants admit to pray-
ing for God to lead their favorite sports team to victory. 82% of
Americans pray about the needs of their friends and family.
54% pray about good things occurring in their lives, and 36%
pray for their own future prosperity. Only 37% pray for their
enemies, and 4% for those who have mistreated them. 95% of
Americans said they have not used prayer vindictively. 33%
pray several times a day, and 17% once per day. Less than 20%
never pray. 11% of women and 22% of men say they never pray.
19% of whites and 20% of Hispanics say they never pray vs. just
5% of African Americans.  (CT Gleanings 10/1/14)

Megachurch Pastor Salaries. A new joint survey by Leader-
ship Network and the Vanderbloemen Search Group show
churches in the southern U.S. with attendance over 1,000 tend
to pay their senior pastors the highest salaries, in sharp contrast
to the lower-than-average wages in the region. Churches in the
Northeast region of the U.S. pay the next highest salaries, fol-
lowed by the West and Midwest. Canada pays their pastors the
least. First, the larger the church, the more the senior pastor was
likely to be paid; for every 1,000 people in attendance, annual
salary increases by roughly $8,000 on average for large church
senior pastors. 14% of large churches have a bonus structure for
their senior pastors. While only 20% of all U.S. Protestant
churches self-identify as growing, 77% of the large churches sur-
veyed reported attendance growth between ’10 and ’12. How-
ever, pastor salaries do not appear to increase in relationship to
the church’s rate of growth. (ChurchLeaders.com 9/19/14)

End Time Interest. Pew Research Center poll found in
2010 that 48% of American Christians believe Jesus will
probably or definitely return within the next 40 years, thus
revealing a profound interest in the teaching about biblical
End Times themes. (TheBlaze.com 9/29/14)

Single Adult Majority. New Bureau of Labor Statistics data
indicate that for the first time since the government began
keeping track, the majority of U.S. adults are now single—a
milestone reached in the wake of a 35-year trend of waning
interest in marriage. 50.2% of U.S. adults are unmarried vs. only
37.4% in 1976.  The trend shows no signs of stopping. The
numbers are partially driven by divorce and death—roughly
20% of adults today have been divorced or widowed vs. just
15% in 1976—but the biggest shift is in the number of never-
married adults.  Nearly a third of adults today have never been
married vs. 22% in 1976. (LifeSite News 9/12/14)

No Good Pulpit Politicking Options? Despite strict IRS reg-
ulations, more pastors than ever are feeling compelled for the
church to have a voice when it comes to political issues and candi-
dates. Michael Batts, managing partner of Batts Morrison Wales
& Lee, explains what options Congress has for improving the law
to protect the rights of churches and other religious organiza-
tions. Click here to read.

Megachurch Metrics. The top 2 metrics measured by most
U.S. megachurches are total attendance and giving compared to
budget. Less than half track adult baptisms/conversions, adults
in small groups or new members. For the largest churches
(attendance of 10,000 or more) nearly 50% report “not passing
the plate.” In contrast, only 20% of other large churches indi-
cate that they do not directly solicit tithes during services. 81%
of churches report offering the opportunity to donate online.
(2014 Large Church Salary Report)

Multisite Churches. One-third of U.S. churches with 1,000
to 2,000 attendees have adopted a multisite model, as have half
of churches with 2,000 to 3,000 attendees. (CT Gleanings 9/12/14)

The U.S. Poverty Rate Dropped for the first time since ’06,
with Hispanics being the ethnic group experiencing the most
significant income change. A new U.S. Census Bureau report
indicates the poverty rate among Latinos in ’13 decreased by
2.1 percentage points from ’12. Also, income for Hispanic
households increased by 3.5% between ’12 and ’13 to $40,963.
National Hispanic Christian Leadership Conference’s Rev.
Samuel Rodriguez attributed the rise to more Latinos pursuing
education. (Christian Post 9/18/14)

Marriage Makes a Difference! Two years after the birth of
an unplanned child, one-third of unmarried mothers living
with the father have ended the relationship, compared to only
7% of married mothers. (Focus on the Family Pulse Check 9/23/14)
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Evangelical Protestant Grads. According to a new 5-year
Cardus study, evangelical Protestant graduates marry
younger, have more children, divorce less and are more active
in their church communities than other graduates. Also, they
are more active in their broader communities. Academically,
evangelical Protestant school grads look quite similar to
their public school peers. Evangelical Protestant male grads
are more likely than others not to go beyond high school,
representing a greater occupational involvement in the
trades. But evangelical Protestant female grads are as equally
likely as those from other sectors to pursue tertiary educa-
tion. Evangelical Protestant grads are also less likely than
others to pursue majors and careers in science, technology,
engineering and math related occupations. They are more
likely to be employed in education, health and other social
science-related occupations (caring professions). When it
comes to choosing a career, financial reward seems to be a
lower priority. They are much more likely to pursue a career
or vocation based on a sense of “calling from God” than their
counterparts from other schools. Catholic school grads tend
to look more like grads of non-religious private schools. 57%
of evangelical Protestant grads vs. 69% of public school
grads, report a friend or relative who is gay or lesbian.  (CT
Online 9/17/14)

Most Important Qualities to Teach Children. New Pew
Research Center data discovered some traits stand out as
universally important, including “Responsibility” (chosen by
more than 90% of study respondents), “Hard Work” and
“Good Manners” (85%). However, the percentage who felt
traits such as “Faith,” “Obedience” and “Tolerance” were
important differed widely depending on the ideology of
those asked. 90% of “consistent liberals” felt “Helping Oth-
ers” was an important trait vs. 77% of “consistent conserva-
tives.” “Independence” and “Persistence” were valued equally
by each. The consistently conservative valued “Religious
Faith” second overall, vs. “Empathy for Others” for the con-
sistently liberal. “Obedience” ranked last among all qualities;
15% of conservatives and 3% of liberals felt this was an
important value to teach kids. Women more often than men
said teaching “Religious Faith” was important (56% vs.
50%). (Church Leaders 10/3/14)

Pastors Rarely Address Mental Illness. 66% of Protes-
tant senior pastors seldom speak to their congregations
about mental illness. That includes 49% who rarely (39%) or
never (10%) speak about mental illness. 16% speak about
mental illness once a year. And 22% are reluctant to help
those who suffer from acute mental illness because it takes
too much time. Those are among the findings of a recent
study of faith and mental illness by LifeWay Research. The
study found pastors and churches want to help those who
experience mental illness, but those good intentions don’t
always lead to action. Only 27% of U.S. churches have a plan
to assist families affected by mental illness. And only 21% of
family members are aware of a plan in their church. (Baptist
Press 9/22/14)

2014 ECFA Annual State of  Giving Report Shows Solid
Increases in Charitable Contributions to Large
Churches. ECFA’s 5th Annual State of Giving Report shows
that annual cash charitable giving to ECFA-accredited churches
increased 5.0% between 2012 and 2013, compared to a 5.2%
increase between 2012 and 2011. Increases in cash charitable
giving to all ECFA members was 6.9% based on total cash dona-
tions of $11.6 billion in 2013, an increase from the previous
year’s $10.9 billion. Click here to read more.

Why Churches Join ECFA. Kenton Beshore, senior pastor
of Mariners Church, explains, “At Mariners, we feel blessed to
be part of the great story He is writing, and for the opportunity
to steward the financial resources that have been entrusted to
us. Transparency and integrity are key qualities we strive for as
leaders at Mariners. As a trusted source, ECFA verifies our
financial integrity and our value to be above reproach with the
handling of funds at Mariners Church.” ECFA.org/join

Fast Facts:

• According to LifeWay’s Thom Rainer, 85% of the world’s
evangelicals are outside the U.S.

• There were more than 5,000 multisite churches in the U.S.
in ’13, up from 200 in ’02.

• Churches of 200 or less are 4 times more likely to plant a
daughter church than churches of 1,000 or more.

• The typical church plant does not pass 100 in attendance by
its 4th year.

• 99% of U.S. church plants survive after 1 year, 92% survive
after 2 years, 81% after 3 years, and 68% after 4 years.

• The 5 largest banks by assets now hold 44% of U.S. banking
assets and 40.1% of domestic deposits. 

• Millennials currently make up 27% of the U.S. population
and account for $1.3 trillion in consumer spending.

• Just 46% of Americans say their religious beliefs impact their
daily work.

• 66% of all agricultural products sold in ‛12 were produced by
the largest 4% of U.S. farms.

Edited by Gary Foster, Gary D. Foster Consulting, a manage-
ment and marketing consulting firm specializing in serving
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